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BACON, John 
 

Private, 15992 
8th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday, 8th November 1915 
Died of Illness  
Cemetery: Haverhill 
Aged 45 years 
 
John Bacon was born on the 6th September 1870 at Burton End, Haverhill to 
Joseph Bacon and Joanna, nee Claydon.  He was baptised at St Mary’s Church, 
together with his siblings Lydia and William, on 12th August 1879. 
 
His father Joseph was a farm labourer born in Steeple Bumpstead and his mother 
Johanna Clayden was born in Great Bradley.  They married in 1858 and they lived 
with Joseph’s parents at New France House, Sturmer, before setting up their own 
home at Burton End. 
 
By March 1891 John had left home and was lodging at 5 Parsons Yard and working 
as a bricklayer’s labourer.  On 1st August that year he married Emma Harding at St 
Andrews’s Church, Helions Bumpstead, where Emma had been baptised on 5th June 
1870, the daughter of Stephen and Harriet Harding.  Both parents were from the 
village - Stephen was a gamekeeper and Harriet a slop maker. 
 
John and Emma made their home at 4 Parsons Yard and by 1901 they had 5 
children, Albert, James, Lilly, John and Eliza.  Ten years later, living at the same 
address, John was still a bricklayer’s labourer and Emma, who had started her 
working life as a jacket finisher working firstly from home in Helions Bumpstead, 
continued this work, presumably for Gurteens, for over 20 years. 11 children had 
been born but only six were still alive, James, Johnny, Arthur, Emma, Alice and 
Willie.  John’s parents, who had lived nearby, had also died and all were buried at 
Haverhill cemetery. 
 
Soon after the outbreak of war, John, then aged 44, was to volunteer to serve his 
country.  The Roll of Honour in the South-West Suffolk Echo of 21st November 1914 
lists Private (No 15992) John Bacon enlisting in the 8th Suffolk Regiment.  
 
John gave his age as 34 years 11 months, (well short of his actual age), a brick 
layer's labourer born in Haverhill. He was 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighed 150 lbs, with a 
chest measurement of 37.5" to 38". He had brown eyes, brown hair and noted his 
religion as Church of England. He gave his wife's address as 4 Parsons Yard, Burton 
End, Haverhill.  
 
John was posted to the 8th Battalion on 11th  November 1914. In December of the 
following year and while stationed in Colchester, he developed a cough and this was 
eventually diagnosed as phthisis (TB). This was not considered attributable to or 
aggravated by military service. John was discharged, no longer physically fit for war 
service on 15th October 1915.  
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John died on 8th November 1915 at the Sanatorium, Bury St Edmunds, and was 
buried in Haverhill Cemetery five days later. 
 

 
 
 
 
To compound wife Emma’s grief, their son James, then 22, had died in the same 
Sanatorium seven months earlier and their daughter Emma, then 13, died in 1917.  
Emma herself lived to be 65 years old.  All were buried in Haverhill cemetery.   
 
John’s nephew, Conrad Bacon is also named on the War memorial. 


